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THE FAMILY OF DEBORAH FRANKLIN. 

COMMTJNICATED BY JOHN M. COWELL. 

[The first portion of this letter, dated London, September 6, 1758, will 
be found in The Works of Franklin, edited by Dr. Sparks, vol. vii. p. 177, 
and in the Philadelphia edition of his Works (1817), vol. xi. p. 36. In 
both caBes it ends with the word Benjamin, which occurs on the seventeenth 
line, as printed below. The editor of the Philadelphia edition says in a 
note, that the remainder of the letter has been torn from the book. That 
portion in brackets we have copied from The Works of Franklin, edited by 
Dr. Sparks. All which precedes it treats of Franklin's tour in England, 
and particularly of his visit to Eaton, where he met with members of his 
father's family. All after the word Benjamin, line seventeenth, is new, and 
furnishes interesting information regarding the relatives of Mrs. Franklin. 
Unfortunately it does not give the maiden name of her mother. — Ed.] 

[From Eaton we went to Northampton, where we stayed 
part of the day ; then went to Coventry, and from thence to 
Birmingham. Here, upon inquiry, we soon found out yours, 
and cousin Wilkinson's and cousin Cash's relations.] 

" First, found one of the Cashs and he went with us to 
Rebecca Flint's, where we saw her and her husband, she is a 
turner, and he a button maker, they have no children, were 
very glad to see anybody that knew their sister "Wilkinson, 
told us what letters they had received and show'd us some of 
them and even showed us that they had, out of respect, pre- 
served a keg, in which they once had a present of some stur- 
geon. They sent for their brother Joshua North, who came 
with his wife immediately to see us, he is a turner also, and 
has six children, a lively, active man. Mrs Flint desired me 
to tell her sisters, they still lived in the old house she left 
them in, which I think she said was their father's, from 
thence Mr North went with us to see your Cousin Benjamin 
Fillers, where we supp d that night, he is a button maker, em- 
ploys a great number of hands and lives very genteely, his wife 
is a very sensible, polite, agreeable woman, but they have no 
children, he told us Oliver had lived at Canterbury, married 
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a second wife and was in good business, getting money apace, 
but died eight years since, his eldest brother John was living 
and had one son, his brother Joseph also living, had three 
children and his sister Sarah married to Mr Salt, had one 
child, Samuel, was in the Army and had no child, I think 
they said he was among the forces taken at Oswego and had 
not since heard of him. They invited us to dine with them 
another day, which we did, when all the brothers and sisters 
were met together with one Mrs Guest, another own cousin 
of Mother Bead's her maiden name was Mary Taylor, she 
had a sister whose name was Sarah and a brother Abraham, 
she is a grand daughter to Abraham Cash, a widow about 68 
years of age and has only one son, she remembers father Head 
and mother ; mother and she are sister's children. She is a 
very sensible, smart, old lady, reads a great deal and is well 
acquainted with books, and her conversation very agreeable, 
she seems to be the scholar of the family, she made me a 
present of a pencil case and a Olezzel ( ?) for Sally. Mrs Salt 
is a jolly, lively dame, both Billy and myself agree that she 
was extremely like you, her whole face has the same turn, 
and exactly the same little blue Birmingham eyes. I think 
her name is Sarah, and she has one daughter named Deborah, 
about 12 years old. We had a very genteel dinner, and were 
very cherry, drinking mother's health, yours, Sally's and all 
our relations in Pennsylvania, they talk of the presents they 
had received from mother, of buckskins and the like and one 
had still preserved, a pair of gloves, sent them thirty years 
ago. I breakfasted twice at Mrs Salt's and was to have dined 
there but had not a spare day, being engaged at different 
houses, we spent a week in and about Birmingham, continually 
on the foot, from one manufactory to another and were highly 
entertained in seeing all the curious machines and expeditious 
ways of working. Every morning we were visited at our 
Inn by some or other of the relations, whose names I entered 
in my book. There were two own cousins of Caleb Cash 
being the sons of Isaac Cash, the eldest Thomas has had 
twelve children, seven of whom are alive, the other named 
Caleb Cash has four children, the eldest remembers our kins- 
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man John North before he went to Pennsylvania, they are 
button makers and sent a present of their work, there was 
also Mrs Mary Edes, Cousin Wilkinson's eldest sister, she is 
a widow, has but one child who lives in London, there was 
also Mary Emery, eldest daughter of Isaac Cash who was 
brother to old Mr Cash that went to Philadelphia, with her 
came Caleb Cash her brother, who had been with us before, 
they and their brother Thomas are all in the button business, 
four of the brothers of this family are dead. There was also 
Sarah Jones the daughter of Sarah "Wheat, who was the 
daughter of John Wheat, who was brother to Caleb Cash's 
wife, that went into Pennsylvania with her daughters Mary 
and Betty. Also there came a daughter of Sarah Jones, she 
has five children living, has had fourteen and seems very poor 
at Cousin Tilers [Fillers ?]. We heard of Eachel Sotty, but 
did not see her, she is the daughter of Ann Cash, who was the 
daughter of Benjamin Cash, who was the son of Abraham Cash, 
her husband is a merchant at Rotterdam, in good circumstances 
— when we were coming away they brought us their letters, 
and little presents of their workmanship for their relations, 
all the letters and presents are in a little box and two parcels 
which I send under the care of Mr John Schutz, Conrad's 
brother. There are some for Sally, bo if mother is well 
enough to get all the relations together some day to dinner, 
let Sally read part of this letter to them, and drink the 
health of your Birmingham friends, for we often drank at 
Birmingham our friends in Philadelphia. From Birming- 
ham we went into Worcestershire to see Hagly Park, long 
Lyttleton's and some other fine streets and gardens and re- 
turned through Birmingham we went to Warwick to see old 
Guy's Castle &c — and while we were here John North came 
from Birmingham, twenty miles on foot to see us, a little 
angry with his Uncle Joshua for not informing him of us 
when we were in town, he is the son of Thomas North who 
is a brother to John North of Pennsylvania, he has two sons 
William and John and a daughter Mary and is a button 
maker, he seems an honest hearty fellow, did not hear of us 
till we were gone and then followed us, being resolved, he 
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said, to have his name put down in my hook among the rest 
of the family, they are industrious, ingenious, working people 
and think themselves vastly happy that they live in dear old 
England." 



Notes. 

[With the foregoing, Mr. Cowell handed ns the following Notes, which 
explains how the letter came into his possession. — Ed.] 

On page 33, Boole F. in Register of Wills Office — may be found the will 
of Caleb Cash, the Caleb Cash referred to in the Franklin letter, as follows : 
" There was also Sarah Jones the daughter of Sarah Wheat who was the 
" daughter of John Wheat, who was brother to Caleb Cash's wife that went 
" into Penna." 

The said will was dated Jany. 16, 1732— probated April 26, 1737. 

Witnesses at Signing — Benjamin Franklin— Stephen Potts — Sarah 
Read. 

Mary Cash, in the fourth generation from Abraham Cash, on the 10th 
October, 1782, married Doctor John Cornell, a Surgeon in the general Mili- 
tary Hospital Dept. of the United States, and in active service during the 
War of the Revolution — they had two children — the late John V. Cowell, 
an old and honored merchant of this city — and a daughter, Maria M. who 
was the wife of the late Thomas Mitchell, a conveyancer of this city. 

John V. Cowell was my father, and from his papers I obtained the ex- 
tract of the Franklin letter. I saw the letter some forty or forty-five years 
ago; and mother Rea'd's connections, etc., have always been known in our 
family, although never made a public matter. I have private letters from 
my grandfather, Dr. Cowell, to his father, written during the Revolutionary 
War, carried by Mr. Franklin (Gov. N. J.), as appears by indorsement on 
back. 



